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Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S:  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster 


December  2,  i960 
Letter  No.  953 


With  new  cabinet  appointments  and  related  jobs  to  be  filled,  the  anticipating 
officialdom  (and  hopefuls)  in  Washington  and  across  the  country  this  week  scarcely 
took  notice  that  winter  had  finally  arrived,  though  not  before  the  17th  NATRFD 
convention  ended  in  Chicago.    See  Page  3  for  new  officers  and  details  of  that  sig- 
nificant annual  meeting  of  minds.    Otherwise,  our  lives  and  times  continued  apace, 
thusly  . 

FARM  PRICES  UP  A  FRACTION 


Higher  prices  for  five  farm  commodities  brought  the  Index  of 
Prices  Received  by  farmers  up  less  than  half  of  one  percent  last 
month  to  2^1  percent  of  the  1910-14  average,  the  Crop  Reporting 
Board  announced  this  week.    Prices  for  eggs,  beef  cattle,  tomatoes, 
milk,  and  potatoes  climbed  a  bit  over  the  nation. . .but  corn  prices 
dropped  sharply,  and  moderate  declines  occured  for  cotton,  oranges, 
and  hogs.    The  price    index  was  four  percent  above  a  year  earlier. 
Prices  paid  by  farmers  remained  unchanged,  except  for  living  expenses, 
which  have  moved  back  up  to  the  record  high  of  Nov.  1959-     In  "the  past 
year,  however,  interest,  taxes,  and  farm  wage  rates  have  climbed,  and 
the  prices  paid  index  is  l/3  of  one  percent  higher  than  a  year  ago. 
The  Parity  Ratio  continues  at  8l,  four  percent  higher  than  a  year 
earlier . 


FALLOUT  ELUDES  HARVESTING  EFFORTS 

In  recent  tests  at  the  Dept's  Beltsville,  Md.,  Research  Center,  harvesting 
proved  ineffective  in  attempts  to  remove  radioactive  fallout  from  farm  land. ' 
Scientists  have  just  reported  that  harvesting  of  two  crops,  soybeans  and  rye,  that 
had  been  purposely  contaminated  removed  only  a  fourth  of  radioactive  materials. 
Various  methods  of  removing  simulated  fallout  were  tried.    A  combine-type  harvester 
was  more  effective  than  other  harvesting  methods.    Attempts  to  vacuum-clean  the 
test  plots  failed  but  the  tests,  undertaken  in  cooperation  with  the  Atomic  Energy 
Commission,  will  continue.    Besides  seeking  ways  to  remove  radioactive  fallout.... 
in  case  such  removal  becomes  necessary,  the  scientists  are  trying  to  develop  better 
ways  to  measure  radioactive  contamination. 


FARM  CREDIT  OFFICIAL  VIEWS  CO-OPS'  FUTURE 


Financial  management  will  determine  the  future  of  a  farm 
cooperative. .. .That 's  what  Glenn  E.  Heitz,  director  of  cooperative 
bank  service,  Farm  Credit  Adm'n,  told  dairy  co-op  officials  at  the 
Nat'l  Milk  Producers'  Federation  convention  in  New  Orleans  this  week. 
Heitz  advised  that  co-ops  need  a  good  balance  of  membership  capital 

i?  £^eir  financial  structure  to  get  the  right  amount  of  credit  at  the 
rigirc  terms . 
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QF  MIKES  AND  MEN 

From  Ted  Mangner  (KMOX,  St.  Louis),  word  that  Farm-City  Week  had  real  meaning 
for  more  than  kOO  persons  who  took  part  there  in  19  separate  farm  tours.    The  C  of  C 
and  Downtown  Kiwanis  scheduled  these ;  plus  a  meeting  and  "banquet  in  the  city.  Ted 
taped  highlights  and  aired  some  during  the  week. .. .Meanwhile ,  over  at  KMOX-TV,  Hall 
Bernard  is  giving  full-time  to  the  TV  farm  chores... he  recently  retired  from  county 

agricultural  extension  agent  work,  tut  is  no  newcomer  to  his  audiences  Mike 

kelson  writes  that  the  story  of  year-around  Farm-City  activities  was  told  day-by-day 
-luring  the  "week"  over  WJAG,  Norfolk,  Neb.... with  interviews  of  men  who  take  part  in 
such  things  as  the  Rural-Urban  meetings  of  Rotarians:  C  of  C  farm-city  promotions; 
small  town  livestock  "sale  day"  work  promoted  by  the  Nat'l  Auctions  Market  Ass'n, 
and  the  Farmer-Businessman  Day  visits  sponsored  by  the  Madison  County  Farm  Bureau. . . . 
Old  Timer  Bill  McDonald,  who  airs  his  farm  news  and  philosophy  over  a  covey  of  sta- 
tions from  his  Walton,  Neb.  farm  home,  has  received  the  Lancaster  County  Farm  Bureau 
businessmen's  award  this  year  for  cooperation  in  promoting  farmer  interests.  Con- 
grats Farmer  McDonald--ee--eye--ee-eye--OH.' .'  Jack  Crowner,  WAVE,  Louisville,  is 

6  feet  four  inches  tall,  or  thereabouts.    Assumptions  that  he  sometimes  takes  the 
TV  signal  relay  saucer  off  the  silo  top  and  holds  it  aloft  himself  during  his  show 
have  no  basis  in  fact,  but  remain  a  possibility. 

HEISKELL  AT  WSAZ 

John  R.  Heiskell  has  succeeded  the  late  W.C.   (Farmer  Bill)  Click 
as  farm  director  of  WSAZ  AM  &  TV  at  Huntington-Charleston,  W.  Va.  An 
Ohio  native,  WWII  vet  ( Navy- over se as )  John  has  been  active  in  extension 
work,  vo.  ag. ,  co.  fairs,  sports  refereeing  and  is  Lt.  Gov.  elect  of 
9th  Div.  of  the  District  of  Kiwanis.     He  does  daily  radio  shows  6;h^- 
7  a.m.  and  5~min.  during  noon  plus  half -hour  TV  show  at  7:30  a.m.  Sats. 
Welcome  aboard,  John.     Glad  to  see  you  at  the  recent  NATRFD  conclave. 

BENSON,  MILLER,  PIGG  ET  AL  BACK  HOME 

Secretary  Benson  and  his  party  returned  this  week  from  their  three-week  trip 
to  Japan,  Formosa,  the  Philippines,  Australia  and  New  Zealand  in  the  interests  of 
trade  and  good  will.    Besides  members  of  the  Secretary's  personal  and  official 
families,  tvro  farm  broadcasters,  Bob  Miller  of  WLW,  Cincinnati,  and  Calvin  Pigg, 
WBAP,  Fort  Worth,  went  along.     Cal  left  the  party  at  Salt  Lake  City  on  Monday  and 
went  straight  home.    The  Secretary  and  Bob  Miller  stopped  in  Chicago  where  the  Sec 'y 
was  honored  Tuesday  evening  by  having  his  portrait  hung  in  the  Saddle  and  Sirloin 
Club  at  the  Stock  Yards  Inn.     Back  home,  he  said  the  Western  Pacific  perimeter  of 
friendly  nations  is  a  vital  and  vigorous  first  line  of  defense  for  the  free  world 
snd  that  the  economic  health  of  the  five  nations  visited  ranges  from  "good  to 
excellent" . 

FOOD  BALANCES  VARY  IN  LATIN  AMERICA 

In  Latin  America,  where  20  Republics  had  about  188  million  people 
in  1958,  per  capita  food  consumption  averaged  about  2,600  calories  per 
day.... but  varied  from  less  than  1,900  in  Haiti  and  Bolivia  to  more 
than  3,000  in  Argentina.    The  variation  reflects  income  and  ability  to 
produce  foods  and  make  them  available  to  meet  the  needs  of  growing 
populations.     Production  and  consumption  are  at  the  best  levels  in  tem- 
perate zone  Mexico,  Argentina,  Chile  and  Uruguay.     Imports  in  quantity 
supplement  production  in  Brazil,  Cuba,  and  Venezuela.     While  Latin 
America  is  a  relatively  underdeveloped  area,  many  of  the  countries  are 
making  industrial  and  technological  progress  now. 
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NATRFD'ors  MEET  IN  UNSEASONAL  HEAT 


Accustomed  to  bitter  cold  during  its  annual  conventions  in  Chicago,  members  of 
the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors  sweltered  in  "balmy  temper- 
atures there  last  weekend.    Well  over  200  members  had  registered  in  by  the  end  of  the 
first  day,  Friday.    Vice-pres.  George  Roesner  (KPRC,  Houston)  had  supervised  ar- 
rangement of  a  full  well-rounded  program,  less  tightly-packed  than  some,  which  met 
with  approval.    The  program  was  divided  between  professional  ethics,  commercial 
batters  and  informational  sessions  including  presentations  by  the  Weather  Bureau, 
this  office,  and  the  Ass'n  of  Maximum  Service  Telecasters. 

All  meals  and  receptions  were  sponsored  beginning  with  the  Friday 
luncheon.    At  the  Friday  evening  dinner,  entertainment  was  provided  by 
NATRFD  members  themselves,  a  new  departure.    George  Menard  (WBBM, Chicago) 
disclosed  hitherto  cloistered  talents  as  a  singer,  doing  "I  Believe"  and 
"Oh,  What  a  Beautiful  Morning",  as  did  Bob  Buice  (KARK,  Little  Rock)  who 
tickled  the  low  frequencies  with  "Asleep  in  the  Deep" .    Then  the  two  old 
pros,  Bill  Shomette  (KENS,  San  Antonio)  and  Charlie  Slate  (East  Texas  Net- 
work, Center)  using  borrowed  guitar  and  bull  fiddle,  wrapped  up  the  program 
with  music  and  comedy. 

In  the  annual  election  of  officers:    George  Roesner  advanced  without  opposition 
to  president;  Carl  Meyerdirk  (KV00,  Tulsa)  without  opposition  from  sec'y-treas  to 
vice-pres,  and  Robert  (Doc)  Webster  (WJTN,  Jamestown,  N.  Y.)  was  elected  sec'y-treas 
over  one  opponent.    Doc  has  been  chairman  of  the  Farm  Bdcstg  Day  activities  for  two 
years,  and  is  the  unofficial  photographer  of  the  convention.     "Colonel"  Harvey  Dink- 
ins  (WSJS,  Winston- Salem,  N.C.)  was  unanimously  elected  historian  after  Herb  Plambeck 
(WHO,  Des  Moines),  historian  for  the  past  12  years,  finally  succeeded  in  resigning 
from  the  job. 

Washington,  D.C  will  be  the  site  of  the  NATRFD  summer  convention 
in  196l,  having  been  chosen  by  acclamation.    The  ass'n  last  met  here  in 
1957-     Louis  Wilson  and  Layne  Beaty  were  named  co-chairmen  of  the  summer 
meeting  arrangements  committee  by  pres-elect  George  Roesner. 

All  of  the  nine  regions  of  NATRFD  were  represented  and  most  had  sufficient  rep- 
resentation to  hold  a  meeting.    Regional  vice-pres 's  now  line  up  as  follows:  North- 
east, Hugh  Ferguson  (WCAU,  Philadelphia);  Southeast,  Homer  Quann  (WSVA,  Harrisonburg, 
Va.);  East  North  Central,  Barney  Arnold  (WHAS,  Louisville);  West  North  Central,  Keith 
Kirkpatrick  (WHO,  Des  Moines);  Mid-South,  John  McDonald  (WSM,  Nashville);  West  South 
Central,  Wilbur  Levering  (WIBW,  Topeka);  Pacific  Southwest,  Jim  Todd  (KFI,  Los 
Angeles);  Pacific  Northwest,  Tom  Temp let on  (KHQ,  Spokane,  Wash.);  Canada,  Norn 
Garriock,  (Canadian  Bdcstg.  Corp,  Toronto). 

BEHIND  WORLD  HEADLINES 

Our  outlook  for  wheat  exports  is  up... rice  exports  so  far  this 
marketing  year  have  been  down.    While  they  don't  tell  the  whole  story, 
here  are  Foreign  Agri.  Serv.  reports  from  two  countries  that  shed  some 
light  on  the  situation:    With  its  1960-crop  wheat  not  meeting  flour 
millers' expectations,  The  Netherlands  has  reduced  the  percentage  of 
homegrown  wheat  it  requires  in  flour  milling. . .thereby  raising  import 
needs  about  50,000  metric  tons.    Meanwhile,  down  in  Africa,  the 
Nigerian  gov't  has  announced  plans  to  boost  rice  production  to  levels 
that  will  eliminate  the  need  for  imports . 


COAST-TO-CQAST 

Agriculture  USA    (132"  min«  on  tape  from  here ) — How  aircraft  fight  forest  fires,  as 
described  by  Monte  Pierce  of  Forest  Serv.  to  Jim  Palmer,  Radio  and  TV  Serv. 

The  American  Farmer--The  coming  cotton  referendum  is  a  feature.    ABC  radio  network; 
11:30  a.m.  (EST)  Sat. 

Claude Mahoney's  Farm  News -'Mutual  daily,  early  a.m. 

Today  On  The  Farm- -NBC- TV ' s  coast-to-coast  farm  program;  7-7:30  a.m.  Sat. 

jjat'l  farm  &  Home  Service  —NBC  radio's  weekend  Monitor  features:    Dec.  10-11 — Derek 
Rooke  (WMC,  Memphis),  "American  Society  of  Agri.  Engineers";  Jim  Todd  (EFT, 
Los  Angeles),  "Hospital  for  Sick  Plants";  Wally  Erickson  (KFRE,  Fresno),  "Soil 
Conservation  Awards  in  Phoenix",  plus  two  from  here. 

PAY-OFFS  FOR  PIONEERING  AND  PERSEVERANCE 


Two  significant  awards  were  made  at  the  NATRFD  convention  last 
week,  in  addition  to  a  sprinkling  of  10-and20-year  service  certif- 
icates. . .George  Kister  (KMMJ,  Grand  Island,  Neb.)  received  a  35-year 
service  award  for  having  been  actively  engaged  in  farm  bdcstg  that 
long..... The  NATRFD  meritorious  service  award  for  outstanding  service 
to  farm  bdcstg  was  awarded  jointly  to  Bill  Drips  (KOIIJ-TV,  Portland, 
Ore.)  and  Frank  E.  Mullen  of  Los  Angeles,  one-time  vice-pres.  of  NBC 
and  one-time  bdcstr  on  KDKA,  Pittsburgh.    Mullen  originated  the  Nat'l 
Farm  and  Home  Hour  while  at  NBC.    Drips  was  agri.  director  of  NBC  for 
many  years.    The  stimulus  they  gave  to  farm  bdcstg  in  the  early  years 
is  still  amoving  force  in  the  public  service  aspects  of  the  profession. 
These  awards  were  presented  by  Evan  Slack  (KHOW,  Denver),  chairman  of 
the  awards  committee. 


TAPE  LIBRARY  ITEMS 


To  meet  your  programming  needs  send  along  a  blank  tape  for  your  dubs  of: 


1A120--From  Beltsville--Pre-Cut  Seed  Potatoes .♦ .Pete  Keay  of  AMS  talks  with 
researcher  Jake  Lutz  about  pre-cut  seed  potatoes.    TIME:  2:l6 

1Q120 — Bigger  World  Wheat  Trade  In  Prospect .. .Jack  Towers,  Radio  &  TV  Serv.,  gets 
this  encouraging  report  from  Clyde  Keaton  of  FAS,  just  back  from  a  world 
wheat  meeting  in  London.       TIME:  3:^0 


CHANNEL  CHATTER 


Next  week  our  TV  Service  will  mail  two  pix  packages:  Cotton 
Referendum,  with  basic  info  on  the  Dec .  13  marketing  quota  refer- 
endum for  farmers  who  grow  upland  or  long  staple  cotton,  and  7  pix, 
plus  6  public  service  announcements;  and  Nat'l  Food  Situation  for 
196l  on  the  outlook  for  foods  in  the  year  ahead,  with  k  pix. 


Sincerely, 


Layn<?  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


Enclosures 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Bear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


December  9,  i960 
Letter  No.  95^ 


We've  been  fond  of  this  sequence  of  events  that's  called  progress,  particu- 
larly since  crooked  neck  maize  gave  way  to  combine  grain  sorghums. . .but  who  knows 
where  improvements  will  turn  up  next?    This  week,  for  example,  we've  noted  an 
engineer  seems  to  have  a  firm  grip  on  a  dream  of  ending  field  work. . .listing, 
breaking,  harrowing,  etc.    Then  on  page  3  you'll  find  we've  discovered  farmers  have 
just  given  up  trying  to  grow  "Prosperity".    The  world's  still  full  of  surprises, 
however,  and  a  good  many  are  of  the  happy  sort. . . . 

HARVEST  BEAT  TEE  BLIZZARD 

The  year's  crops  were  about  in  before  the  first  blizzard  struck. 
Farms  over  the  nation  were  in  excellent  readiness  for  the  seasonal 
change,  the  Dep't  announced  today  after  its  monthly  check  of  crop  re- 
porters.    Down  in  the  citrus  country,  a  near  average  orange  crop  is 
in  prospect,  tangerine  production  is  due  to  move  up  sharply  from  last 
year,  grapefruit  output  will  be  a  little  above  last  year.  Winter 
wheat  is  thriving. 

HENS  CN  THE  ASSEMBLY  LIKE 

It  sometimes  looks  as  though  improvements  in  poultry  and  egg  production  may 
not  stop  before  they've  eliminated  the  hen. .. .Newest  development  for  the  egg  line 
is  a  mechanical  sizer  and  packager.  The  Dep't  researchers  say  this  machine  sorts 
eggs  by  sizes,  electronically  candles  them,  then  places  'em  in  cartons  small  ends 
down.  The  machine  cuts  about  10  cents  a  case  off  costs  of  doing  this  work  by  the 
methods  now  used  but  still  needs  men  to  "feed  it"  eggs  and  empty  cartons. 

REFERENDUM  DAY  IS  TUESDAY 


Tuesday,  Dec.  13  is  the  day  cotton  and  rice  growers  throughout  the 
nation's  producing  areas  will  cast  their  votes  in  the  annual  marketing 
quotas  referendums.    A  two-thirds  favorable  vote  will  mean  quotas  will 
be  in  effect,  excess  production  will  te  subject  to  penalties,  and  price 
support  for  the  crops  at  not  less  than  "JO  percent  of  parity.     If  more 
than  a  third  of  the  voters  oppose  quotas,  quotas  and  penalties  will  be 
dropped,  supports  will  be  ^0  percent  of  parity  to  growers  who  comply 
with  their  acreage  allotments. 

MEAT  PRODUCTION  PEAKS  AGAIN 


Meat  production  under  federal  inspection  last  week  reached  h^k  million  pounds, 
the  largest  for  any  week  since  Jan.    The  total  was  6  percent  below  a  year  ago,  as 
the  week's  pork  output  was  3^  million  pounds  less  than  in  1959 >  enough  to  offset 
increases  for  both  beef  and  veal  production. 
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REVOLUTION?    WHY  WE  HAVEN'T  EVEN  SCRATCHED,  YET 

The  "big  question  unanswered  in  soii  test  reports  has  "been  "how  much  of  that 
phosphorous  will  "be  available  as  plant  food"?    Now,  researchers  at  the  U.  of  Wis. 
report  that  a  new  step-by- step  soil  testing  procedure  unlocks  the  phosphorous 
"secret"  and  will  lead  to  more  efficient  use  of  fertilizer.     The  new  method  is 

said  to  be  already  in  use  in  some  testing  labs  What's  all  this  talk  about 

agricultural  "revolution"?    The  term  means  different  things  to  different  people, 
of  course... But  down  in  Greenville  county,  S.  C,  it  happened  this  way:  cotton 
acreage  dwindled  from  93,° 000  to  6,000  acres,  but  there  was  no  boom  at  the  county 
poor  farm.     Cash  receipts  from  farm  marketings  more  than  doubled  in  the  past  20 

years  due  to  increased  production  of  livestock,  poultry  and  forest  products  

And  as  for  changes  in  farming  methods,  why  that's  a  field  we  may  have  hardly 
scratched.     Out  at  the  U.  of  Mo.  a  new  way  of  preparing  seedbeds  for  row  crops 
is  said  to  cut  plowing  and  planting  time  in  half.     Developed  by  an  agri.  engineer 
who  calls  it  "strip  tillage,"  the  new  method  may  provide  even  greater  savings  in 
time  and  labor  needed,  if  strip  tilling  and  planting  can  be  combined  in  a  single 
operation. 

CANNON  HITS  LEGISLATIVE  TARGET 

Kessler  R.  Cannon  (KBND,  Ore.)  will  join  other  big  guns  in  the 
Oregon  legislature  in  January.     He'll  represent  Deschutes  Co.,  having 
been  elected  to  the  post  last  month,  and  writes  that  he'll  be  doing 
his    twice  daily  farm  progs  from  Salem,  the  capital,  during  the  legis- 
lative term.     It's  his  first  trajectory  into  politics,  he  says. 
Congratulations,  Kessler. 

"CHATS"  CHIEF  IS  NAMED 

Bruce  Da vies  (KFAB,  Omaha)  will  be  the  new  editor  of  "CHATS",  the  monthly 
newsletter  of  the  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Directors,  Pres-elect 
George  Roesner  announced  this  week.    Bruce  will  take  over  his  editorial  duties 
with  the  Jan.  issue.    An  alumnus  of  WLS,  Chicago,  and  the  Chicago  stockyards,  he 
launched  his  farm  bdcstg  career  on  KCM0,  Kansas  City.     Welcome  to  the  ranks  of 
infinitive  splitters,  Bruce. 

BBC- TV  FARM  PRODUCER  RISKS  A  LOOK 

Hilary  Phillips,  producer  of  the  BBC- TV  weekly  half -hour  farm 
program  "Farming  in  Britain"  has  concluded  his  three-week  whirlwind 
visit  to  North  America  and  gone  home  in  time  to  cover  a  stock  show  even 
before  he  could  file  his  expense  account.    After  a  week  in  Canada  with 
Bob  Knowles  and  others  of  the  Canadian  Bdcstg  Corp  farm  staff,  Hilary 
visited  Stan  Livingstone,  Henry  Schacht,  Ray  Rodgers,  Wally  Erickson, 
Ed  Sturgeon,  and  others  in  California,  then  flew  to  Chicago  in  time  to 
visit  there  with  George  Menard  and  to  monitor  others  before  the  big 
annual  NATRFD  convention  began.     He  attended  practically  all  sessions, 
harvested  a  bountiful  crop  of  stories  to  take  home  to  Birmingham,  got 
acquainted  with  hundreds  of  farm  broadcasters  and  associates,  finally 
spent  a  couple  of  days  here  looking  at  USDA  radio  and  tv  activities  and 
visiting  the  Agri.  Research  Center  at  Beltsville.     A  pretty  good  three 
weeks  for  a  visitor,  we'd  say.     Hurry  back,  Hilary. 

Our  boss,  Harold  Lewis,  Ass't  Dir.  for  Current  Information,  entered 
George  Washington  Hospital  here  this  week  for  minor  repairs.  He'll 
be  back  about  Christmas. 
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WHAT  WHEAT  DO  YOU  GROW? 

Styles  in  wheat  change  rapidly .. .not  up  to  the  pace  of  women's  fashions,  of 
course.    A  USDA  "bulletin  just  off  the  press  points  up  how  wheat  improvements  have 
continued  over  the  years.    Titled  " Distribution  of  the    Varieties  and  Classes  of 
Wheat  in  the  U.  S.  in  1959/'  it  shows  that  of  the  10  varieties  most  popular  in  1939, 
not  one  grew  on  extensive  acreage  last  year.    Of  the  16  varieties  grown  on  more  than 
a  million  acres  in  1959*  only  one,  Cheyenne ,  was  known  to  many  growers  20  years  ago. 
Most  popular  wheats  in  the  various  classes  last  year  were  Triumph  and  Wichita, 
about  equal  in  popularity  among  the  hard  red  winter  wheats;  Selkirk,  accounting  for 
over  50  percent  of  all  hard  red  spring  wheat  grown;  Knox,  the  favorite  soft  red 
winter  variety;  Omar,  the  choice  of  more  white  wheat  growers  than  was  any  other  of 
more  than  50  varieties  available;  and  Langdon  was  the  choice  of  nearly  two-thirds 
of  all  durum  growers.    Of  these  "most  popular  varieties"  only  Triumph  and  Wichita 
were  well  known  10  years  ago.    Langdon  and  Omar  have  been  introduced  since  195*+  • 
Wheat  variety  surveys  have  been  made  each  five  years  since  1919-    The  information 
is  of  prime  importance  to  millers.    Three  reasons  for  the  rapid  changes ... .experi- 
mental evidence,  farm  experience,  and  market  demand.    More  than  250  varieties  are 
available  today,  compared  to  some  50  back  in  1919-    Among  six  old  timers  that  seem 
to  have  disappeared. .. .varieties  named  Prosperity  and  Russian  Red. 

HIGHLEVEL  EDUCATION 

Operation  Airborne  will  begin  demonstration  educational  telecasts  Jan. 30, 
from  two  DC-6B's  35,000  feet  over  central  Indiana.    Schools  in  six  states 
will  be  checking  their  tv  reception  over  two  video  channels.    By  next  fall, 
the  skyhigh  transmitters  will  begin  televising  a  wide  variety  of  video- 
taped programs  on  a  six  hours  a  day,  four  days  a  week  schedule,  with  educa- 
tional material  for  elementary,  high  school  and  college  level  students. 

OF  MIKES  AND  MEN  (plus  musical  notes  and  ESP) 

The  annual  V-H  television  award  ceremony  at  WBAP,  Fort  Worth,  brought  (Cow) 
town  and  country  folk  together .. .Kiwanians  were  hosts  for  4-H'ers  and  their  parents. 
Farm  Editor  Calvin  Pigg  m.c'd,  a  bit  breathlessly,  perhaps,  having  dashed  home  just 

in  time  for  the  event  after  touring  the  Western  Pacific  with  Sec'y  Benson  Sorry 

to  learn  that  Ivan  Jones  (KGW,  Portland,  Ore.)  has  suffered  a  heart  attack — probably 
from  that  old  occupational  disease,  long  hours.  Bill  Drips  (KOIN,  Portland)  reports 
that  Ivan  is  in  a  hospital  at  St.  Helen's,  Ore.,  near  Portland  and  near  Ivan's  farm 

home.    Hurry  and  get  well,  Ivan,  but  be  careful  Sounds  of  the  times:  Dan 

Alfieri,  who  minds  the  Agri.  Marketing  Serv.  info  shop  in  N.Y.  City,  wants  friend 
Bert  Johnson,  departing  AMS  info  work  here  for  a  5-year  Ford  Foundation  assignment 
in  India,  to  keep  an  ear  tuned  to  research  there  on  reaction  of  plants  to  music .... 

Dan  wants  to  know,  "Is  it  possible  to  toot  the  Horn  of  Plenty"?  He  risked  a 

vote  of  censure  from  dry  cleaners,  but  Bill  Bennett  (WCAU-TV,  Philadelphia)  was  so 
intent  on  helping  his  viewers  carve  the  turkey  on  the  table  that  he  used  the  USDA 

film  "Carving  Time"  twice  on  his  Thanksgiving  Eve  Show  Our  Edith  Swing 

recently  offered  a  leaflet  to  the  calorie  conscious  on  a  tv  show  we  thought  was 
local  (inga's  Angle,  WRC-TV,  Washington,  D.  C.).    Hundreds  of  requests  from  near, 
and  many  as  far  away  as  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  High  Point,  N.  C,  and  Fort  Lauderdale, 
Fla.,  have  arrived.    Could  fat  folk  be  receiving  tv  signals  by  extrasensory  per- 
ception? We'll  be  reporting  on  awards  at  the  recent  NATRFD  annual  convention 

in  Chicago  for  several  issues  yet.    Three  worth  special  note  today  are  25-year 
tenure  awards  for  Emil  Bill  (WMBD,  Peoria),  Milton  Bliss  (WFIL,  Philadelphia),  and 
George  Menard  (WBBM-TV,  Chicago).    Others  were  given  for  10,  15,  and  20  years 
service.    Also  there  were  Farm  Safety  Awards. 


U.S.  FARMERS  TO  HAVE  SHOWCASE  IN  LONDON 

Export  sales  and  world  trade  promotion  will  be  goals  of  the  U.S.  Trade  Center, 
which  the  Dep't  has  Just  announced  will  open  in  London  next  spring.    To  be  located 
in  the  business  district  of  England's  principal  city,  the  Center  will  be  managed 
by  our  Agri.  and  Commerce  Dept's,  and  our  attaches  in  London.    The  staff  will  in- 
clude both  Gov't  and  trade  personnel. .. .and  staff  members  will  be  people  able  to 
show,  explain,  and  talk  prices  of  our  agricultural  and  other  products.    Opening  of 
the  Center  is  described  as  a  further  step  of  our  Export  Expansion  Program,  which 
seeks  to  promote  a  rising  volume  of  exports  and  world  trade.    Our  Foreign  Agri. 
Serv.  is  already  working  in  the  United  Kingdom  with  U.S.  trade  groups  for  five  farm 
crops. .. cotton,  wheat,  rice,  feed  grains,  and  fruit.    These  and  other  groups  will 
get  aid  on  export  sales  through  the  Center... our  new  showcase  abroad. 

TRY  CORNED  BEEF  AND  BADGER  SHIPPER 

What's  in  a  name?    Well  in  the  case  of  a  new  one,  Badger  Shipper, 
there's  good  news  for  cabbage  growers     Badger  Shipper  is  the  name  of  the 
first  cabbage  developed  that  shows  resistance  to  clubroot,  a  disease  that 
stunts  and  kills  the  plants  in  many  cabbage -growing  areas.    Developed  in 
work  by  the  Dep't  and  the  Wis.  Agri.  Experiment  Station,  Badger  Shipper 
appears  to  have  fine  quality. . .but  growers  are  encouraged  to  test  plant 
before  going  to  big  acreage  with  the  new  variety. 

TAPE  LIBRARY  ITEM 


To  meet  your  programming  needs... send  along  a  blank  tape  for  your  dub  of: 

2Q120 — Benson  Comments  on  His  Recent  Trade -Development  Trips. . .Sec 'y  Benson  sizes- 
up  the  effectiveness  of  his  trade- development  trips,  and  comments  on  '"Cas- 
troism" and  its  influence  in  Latin  America.    TIME:  k:lk 

CHANNEL  CHATTER 

Next  week  our  TV  Service  will  mail  two  Video  News  Bulletins.  One 
tells  of  the  success  of  instant  non-fat  dry  milk  at  the  London  and  Munich 
Food  Fairs.    The  other  provides  a  year-end  review  of  Soil  Conservation 
Service's  soil  surveying  program,  with  two  still  pix. 

COAST-TO-COAST 

Agriculture  USA  (13if  min.  on  tape  from  here) — Sec'y  Benson  discusses  the  Far  East 
Trade  Development  Trip, with  Bob  Miller  (WLW,  Cincinnati). 

The  American  Farmer- -Choosing  a  Christmas  tree  will  be  a  feature  topic,  with  Art 
Sowder,  Ext.  forester.    ABC  radio  network;  11:30  a.m.  (EST)  Sat. 

Claude  Mahcney's  Farm  News --Mutual  daily,  early  a.m. 

Today  On  The  Farm- -NBC -TV's  coast-to-coast  farm  program;  7-7:30  a.m.  Sat. 

Nat'l  Farm  &  Home  Service- -NBC  radio's  weekend  Monitor  features:     Dec.  17-l8--Bob 
Buice  (KARK,  Little  Rock),  "Co-op  Radio  Communication";     Chuck  Muller  (KOA, 
Denver),  "Nat'l  Jr.  Vegetable  Growers  convention";  David  Stone  (KSTP,  St. 
Paul),  "A  Scott  County  Farmer  Views  Past  and  Future";  plus  two  from  here. 


Sincerely, 


Layhe  Beaty,  Chief  ' 
Radio  and  Television  Service 


RFD  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  umU  oT^evic&ian  Service 

I  I  R  R  A  R  Y 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

APR  2  7  1961 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


CURRENT  SERIAL  RECORD 


December  l6,  i960 
Letter  No.  955 


A  "Go  Slow"  advisory  has  shaped- up  for  poultrymen  in  chick  production  reports 
announced  here  this  week.    They  show  numbers  of  broiler  and  egg-type  chicks  are 

heading  up  very  fast  We're  sure  you  have  seen  the  announcements  that  Minnesota 

Gov.  Orville  Freeman  is  President-elect  Kennedy's  nominee  for  Sec !y  of  Agri.  and 
his  selection  of  congressman  George  McGovern  of  S.  Dak.  to  head  a  bigger  "Focd-for- 
This  has  been  a  busy  week  in  Washington  with  a  flurry  of  year-end  reports 


Peace" 


by  various  agencies  "in  the  mill",  and  other  news  in  considerable  variety.    A  heavy 
snow  has  snarled  and  delayed  commuters  and  even  the  Christmas  shoppers,  but  the 
pace  of  folks  in  this  business  of  communications  has  quickened. 

CROP  PRODUCTION  AT  ALL  TIME  HIGH 

The  annual,  nat'l  crop  production  summary  is  just  out  here  at  the 
Dep't.    The  Crop  Reporting  Board  declares  i960  was  truly  a  record-breaker, 
with  total  production  3  percent  above  the  previous  high  in  1958-  Har- 
vested acreage  was  just  under  last  year,  but  favorable  maturing  and  har- 
vest weather  offset  trouble  some  farmers  had  getting  their  crops  planted. 
Several  crops  set  record  high  per  acre  yields,  including  corn,  sorghum 
grain,  rye,  peanuts,  tobacco,  rice,  cowpeas,  velvetbeans,  sweetpotatoes , 
and  hay.    Corn  and  sorghum  grain  were  the  only  crops  to  set  new  produc- 
tion records. 

CHICK  PRODUCTION  COIfflKUES  UPWARD 

Commercial  hatcheries  produced  160  million  chicks  last  month,  12  percent  more 
than  in  Nov.  1959.    Total  egg-type  chicks  hatched  was  20  percent  higher  than  a  year 
ago,  while  the  broiler  chick  output  was  up  11  percent,  the  Dep't  has  just  announced. 
But  this  isn't  the  whole  story. . .reports  of  eggs  in  incubators  on  Pec.  1  show  a  M-3 
percent  increase  over  the  year-ago  total  for  egg-type  chicks,  and  8  percent  more 
broiler-type  eggs.    The  Dep't  has  previously  indicated  springtime  increases  beyond 
10  percent  would  be  a  cause  for  concern. 


SUGAR  REQUIREMENTS  ANNOUNCED 


The  Dep't  has  just  announced  that  sugar  requirements  for  the  con- 
tinental U.S.  in  1961  will  be  10  million  short  tons.    The  quota  for  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year  has  been  set  at  1,675,701  tons.    This  action 
is  in  conjunction  with  the  President's  Proclamation  which  set  the  quota 
of  Cuba  for  the  three-months  at  zero,  and  makes  an  additional  82^,299 
tons  of  sugar  available  to  be  authorized  for  purchase  as  non- quota  sugar. 
Present  sugar  legislation  extends  through  March  31,  I96I. 
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MILK  MARKETING  NEEDS  CITED 

Chases  g  conditions  of  milk  marketing; have  created  problems  that  make  the  nose* 
for  research  urgent. . .  .this  was  the  conclusion  of  members  of  the  Dspt's  Dairy 
Research  and  Marketing  Advisory  Committee  i:a  their  annual  meeting  here.    The  Dep't 
has  announced  that  the  committee  cited  the  development  of  ways  to  measure  quality 
of  fluid  mill':  in  bulk  tanks  as  a  top  priority  problem.    Also  wanted;  research  on 
new  methods  of  handling,  transporting,  and  processing  milk,  quick  tests  for  pesti- 
cide residues  in  milk,  and  more  facts  about  mastitis. 

WIL  SUPreY  PACE  QUICKENED 

Soil  surveyors  of  the  Dept's  Soil  Conservation  Serv.  mapped  more 
than  50  million  acres  in  fiscal  year  i960.    The  total  was  2  million  acres 
over  1959j  and  brought  to  658  million  acres  the  overall  total  of  land 
mapped  in  eno  ugh  detail  for  conservation  planning.    About  1,200  soil 
scientists  are  making  these  surveys ...  they  examine  soils  field  by  field 
and  record  findings  on  aerial  photographs  to  provide  soil  maps  and 
records  as  to  the  kinds  of  soils,  their  properties,  slope,  erosion 
losses,  and  features  of  the  terrain.    Weeded  for  farm  and  ranch  conser- 
vation and  small  watershed  project  planning,  the  soil  surveys  are  often 
used  now  by  local  and  State  gov't  planners. 

EXTENSION  BUSINESS  BRISK 

Extension  workers  have  been  having  their  busiest  year.    Over  13  million  people 
during  i960  took  part  in  programs  of  the  Cooperative  Ext.  Serv.  of  USDA  and  Land- 
Grant  Colleges  and  Universities .. .programs  to  help  solve  farm,  home,  and  community 
problems.    In  addition,  county  agri.  agents  answered  over  8  million  requests  for 
help  on  farm  production  and  marketing  problems.    Home  economics  workers  aided 
nearly  8.5  million  families  with  home  and  family  living  problems.    And  enrollment 
in  k-R  Clubs  climed  to  2-3  million.    The  Fed'l  Ext.  Serv.  said  all  of  these  totals 
are  records. .. .added  that  requests  for  assistance  from  nonfarm  families  are  in- 
creasing, and  its  workers  are  also  active  in  work  with  co-ops,  agri-business, 
various  groups,  and  in  Rural  Development,  and  Farm  and  Home  Development  in  many 
States.     (This  story  for  release  fan.,  Dec.  18) 

BY  POSTCARD  FROM  HUGE  FERGUSON 

Studying  agriculture  last  week  around  Litchfield  Park,  Ariz.,  were 
NATRFD  stalwarts  Hugh  Ferguson  (WCAU,  Philadelphia),  Wally  Erickson 
(KFRE,  Fresno),  Maynard  Speece  (WCCO,  Minneapolis),  Herb  Plambeck  (WHO, 
Des  Moines),  Earl  Sargent  (KWFT,  Wichita  Falls),  and  Jim  Todd  (KFI,  Los 
Angeles).    Concerned  with  their  possibilities  for  sunburns,  we  checked 
on  the  weather  there,  now  conclude  some  bdestrs  have  weather  following 
them  around.    Cold  damaged  some  winter  vegetables  in  the  Salt  River 
Valley  during  the  week. 

K IS TEH  SENDS  UP  A  BALLOON 

"Any  challengers"?  is  the  question  from  George  C.  Kister  (KMMJ,  Grand  Island, 
Neb.),  as  he  posts  his  claim  to  being  "the  oldest  active  person  in  farm  radio  in 
the  nation  —  in  continuous  service,  that  is".     George,  as  we've  noted  here,  re- 
ceived the  35-year  service  award  at  this  year's  NATRFD  conclave  in  Chicago. 
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BEHIND  WORLD  HEADLINES 

The  New  Zealand  Meat  Producers'  Board  wants  facts  on  costs,  and  profit  possi- 
bilities of  air  shipment  of  meat  to  Hawaii  and  North  America.    There  will  be  some 

experimental  shipments  soon,  reports  our  Foreign  Agri.  Serv  U.S.  exports  of 

pork  to  Mexico  have  dropped  sharply  this  year  because  of  import  permit  require- 
ments imposed  by  the  Mexican  gov't  There's  No  Accounting  For  Taste  Dep 't: 

Japanese  smokers  have  bought  five  million  chocolate-flavored  cigarettes  since  this 
concoction  was  introduced  there  recently.    We're  not  sure  whether  they  chew  or 

set-fire  to  'em,  but  are  told  Virginia  tobacco  is  the  main  ingredient  

"Natives  of  western  Tanganyika  consume  only  8  ounces  of  meat  a  week,  per  capita. 
This  includes  consumption  of  hides,  which  some  tribes  consider  a  delicacy  even 
though  considerable  effort  is  required  in  the  culinary  preparation,"  is  informa- 
tion gleaned  from  a  footnote  to  an  FAS  report.    We've  written  for  their  recipe  

The  U.  S.  share  of  the  West  German  market  for  cotton  advanced  to  one- third  of  a 
total  of  1.5  million  bales,  while  the  cotton  industry  there  had  its  best  postwar 
year  in  i960. 

OKAY  FOR  MARKETING  QUOTAS 

The  ballots  are  in  and  counted,  and  the  Dep't  has  announced  market- 
ing quotas  on  both  cotton  and  rice  received  wide  margins  of  favorable 
votes  in  the  Dec.  13  referendums.    Growers  approved  upland  cotton  quotas 
for  the  1961  crop  with  96.6  percent  voting  "for";  extra  long  staple 
cotton  quotas  with  89.7  percent  "for",  and  91.2  percent  "for"  rice 
quotas.    Each  of  the  marketing  quota  proposals  received  a  higher  per- 
centage of  approval  than  was  the  case  a  year  ago.    Fewer  than  200,000 
votes  were  cast. 

OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 

With  reports  from  the  1959  Census  of  Agri.  now  available  for  most  counties, 
we  note  farm  bdcstrs,  like  economists  and  others,  are  making  use  of  "bench  mark" 
facts  thus  provided.    Carl  Collin  (WKZ0,  Kalamazoo)  writes  that  he's  "up  to  here 
tabulating  data"  for  a  story  to  be  presented  in  a  brochure.    You  can  get  these 
reports  from  Public  Information  Office,  Bureau  of  the  Census,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 

Of  course  we'll  be  happy  to  pass  word  of  your  needs  along  With  KM0X  St.  Louis 

drawing  increasing  interest  in  its  "all  talk"  programming  format  from  12  noon  to 
7  p.m.,  we  asked  Ted  Mangner  how  this  has  affected  farm  news  chores:     Ted  says  the 
tapes  he  acquires  in  chats  along  his  30j0C0-mile  annual  rounds  quite  often  are 
aired  on  "At  Your  Service"  in  the  afternoon,  and  he  also  does  some  live  bdcsts  in 
the  p.m.    He  adds  that  KM0X  has  increased  a.m.  service  for  farmers,  retaining 
Country  Journal  (once  CBS  network)  5:30-6  Mon-Sat.,  and  adding  a  6:25  a.m.  weather- 
cast  and  "Farm  Feature"  at  6:^-5  a.m.    Sunday  Country  Journal  continues  at  7:15-8 

a.m  Milt  Bliss  (WFIL,  Philadelphia)  has  added  a  scribe  "bit"  to  his  radio 

and  tv  activities.  Philly  seems  to  affect  folks  that  way.  Remember  B.  Franklin? 
We  think  the  Bliss-effort  noteworthy,  admire  the  personal  experience  touches  Milt 
works  into  his  monthly  Agricultural  Letter. 

CANADIAN  GOV'T  WANTS  MORE  SHEEP  ON  FARMS 

The  Canadian  gov't  feels  a  population  of  1.6  million  sheep .. .producing 
just  3  lbs.  lamb  per  capita... too  low,  in  view  of  expert  testimony  that 
sheep  offer  more  profit  there  than  any  other  livestock.    As  a  result,  a 
Federal -Province  plan  is  getting  underway  to  encourage  farmers  over  the 
country  to  establish  demonstration  flecks.    To  get  this  aid,  however, 
farmers  must  agree  to  keep  good  records.    The  gov't  wants  to  check 
those  experts '  opinions . 
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MES DAMES  Mc DONALD  AND  WEBSTER  BACK  TO  HEALTH 

We're  delighted  to  report  that  Evelyn  McDonald,  wife  of  WSM  Nashville's  "big 
John  A. ,  is  hale  and  hearty  again  at  home  after  being  hospitalized  in  Chicago  during 
the  recent  NATRFD  convention  with  a  virus  which  gave  concern  because  of  possible 
heart  implications.    Evelyn  says  her  doctor  now  tells  her  she's  over  it  Mean- 
while, we  learn  belatedly  that  Mrs.  Robert  (Doc)  Webster,  wife  of  NATRFD' s  new  sec 'y- 
treas  (WJTN,  Jamestown,  N.Y. )  underwent  emergency  surgery  when  she  got  home  from  the 

convention,  and  happily  now  is  well  on  the  mend  So  John  was  able  to  go  (along 

with  other  farm  Ddcstrs)  to  cover  the  American  Farm  Bureau  Federation  convention, 
and  Doc  is  learning  the  fine  points  of  NATRFD  bookkeeping  from  new  v. p.  Carl  Meyer- 
dirk  (KVOO,  Tulsa)  who  used  to  have  the  job,  and  part-time  ass't  sec'y  Lola  Barrett. 

CHANNEL  CHATTER 

Two  video  news  bulletins  will  bemailednext  week  "by  our  TV  Service. 
One  tells  of  small  watershed  progress,  the  other  gives  a  year-end  wrap-up 
report  on  Extension  work.    Both  contain  two  pictures. 

COAST -TO- COAST 

Agriculture  USA  (l3i  min.  on  tape  from  here) — The  life  story  of  the  aerosol  bomb,  as 

told  by  one  of  its  developers,  Dr.  W.N.  Sullivan,  Jr. 
The  American  Farmer- -Seasonal  features  and  agricultural  news.    ABC  radio  network; 

11:30  a.m.  (EST)  Sat. 
Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News- -Mutual  daily,  early  a.m. 

Today  On  The  Farm- -NBC -TV ' s  coast-to-coast  farm  program;  7-7:30  a.m.  Sat. 
Nat'l  Farm  &  Home  Service--NBC  radio's  weekend  Monitor  features  for  Dec.  2U-25: 

Paul  Vogel  (WEW,  St.  Louis)  with  "Trout  Chow--Food  for  Fish";  Jimmy  Dunnaway 

(WSB,  Atlanta),  "Benefits  of  Agri.  Research";  Ralph  Hamilton  (Mich.  State  U. ) 

interviews  Dan  Sturt  regarding  a  rural  development  program  for  Pakistan;  plus 

two  from  here. 

NEW  IN  OUR  TAPE  LIBRARY 

Three  short  tapes  just  recorded- -send  a  blank  tape  if  they  meet 
your  needs: 

2A120--From  Belt sville- -The  Case  of  the  Spoiled  Beans... Why  do  some  of 

our  exports  spoil  too  quickly  after  arriving  in  foreign  storehouses?" 
Marketing  Specialist  Judson  A.  Thompson  tells  Pete  Keay  (both  of 
AMS)  how  he  unravelled  this  expensive  mystery  by  accompanying  cargo 
to  London.    TIME:  3:50 

3A120--From  Beltsville--Secrets  of  Ripening  Fruit... Keay  delves  into  this 
with  Dr.  Maurice  Lieberman,  of  the  AMS  marketing  research  staff,  for 
a  story  on  work  with  ethylene  gas  and  its  effect  on  fruits  and  veg- 
etables.   TIME:  ^:22 

3 Q120 - -Sec'y  Benson  Urges  More  "People-to-People"  Contact  With  Other 

Countries ...  in  comments  that  deal  with  problems  of  world  agricul- 
tural  trade.    TIME:  1:04 

Sincerely, 

>  Laynf'  Beaty,  Chief 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Enclosures 


December  23 3  196C 

Dear  Farm  Broadcaster:  Letter  No.  9^6 

One  of  the  "biggest  joys  to  come  our  way  at  any  time  of  the  year  is  the  color- 
ful collection  of  Christmas  cards  which  each  mail  delivery  brings  these  days  from 
bdcstrs  and  friends  in  related  fields.    As  they  arrive  they  are  read  and  admired  by 
those  of  us  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  then  they  go  onto  our  display  board  for  all 
to  see  until  about  Jan.  2.     (Sometimes  we  file  'em  for  reexamination  in  July. ) 
Equally  appreciated  are  the  season's  greetings  which  come  in  letters,  on  the  tele- 
phone and  in  other  ways.     It  would  be  fine  to  be  able  to  return  these  warm  greeting: 
individually.    Failing  that,  we  can  best  use  this  medium  to  tell  you  thanks  and  to 
say  to  you,  MERRY  CHRIS2MAS  and  all  the  happiness  in  the  New  Year  that  you  can 
handle . 

MODERATE  INCREASE  FOR  SPRING  PIG  CROP 

The  year  ahead  may  be  a  good  one  for  the  hog  farmer.    The  Dep't  has 
just  released  the  Dec.  Pig  Crop  Report,  which  shows  a  moderate... 4  per- 
cent ..  .increase  in  the  number  of  sows  to  farrow  is  now  indicated.  If 
farmers  follow  their  present  plans,  the  19ol  spring  pig  crop  will  be 
*J-9«5  million  head,  5  percent  above  the  i960  spring  pig  crop.    This  year's 
88.7  million  head  represents  a  decrease  of  11  percent  from  last  year. 
The  fall  pig  crop  is  estimated  at  just  3  percent  less  than  a  year  earlier, 
but  the  spring  crop  was  down  17  percent. 

CHRISTMAS  GREETINGS  FROM  THE  SEC 'Y 

"In  extending  the  season's  greetings  to  my  farm  broadcaster  friends  this  year, 
I  do  so  for  the  last  time  in  my  present  capacity  as  Secretary  of  Agriculture.  To 
those  of  you  who  have  attended  my  news  conferences  over  the  past  eight  years,  to 
those  who  have  traveled  with  me  to  foreign  countries,  and  to  all  of  you  who, 
through  your  jobs  of  getting  facts  to  our  people,  have  helped  bring  a  better  under- 
standing of  agriculture,  I  extend  my  heartfelt  appreciation. 

"Through  meeting  and  traveling  with  you,  and  by  hearing  and  viewing  your  pro- 
grams, I  have  come  to  know  many  of  you,  and  to  respect  and  admire  the  job  you  are 
doing  for  farmers.    May  you  continue  to  accept  and  carry  out  the  tremendous  respon- 
sibilities and  opportunities  that  are  yours  toward  achieving  a  more  prosperous  and 
free  agriculture  in  this  wonderful  country  of  ours. 

"It  has  been  a  pleasure  and  a  privilege  to  work  with  you.    I  value  the  many 
friendships  I  have  in  your-  fraternity.    May  you  all  enjoy  God's  richest  blessings 
this  season  and  always."  —  Ezra  Taft  Benson,  Secretary  of  Agriculture. 
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FARM  PRICE  TREND  TURNED  UPWARD 

Prices  received  by  farmers  have  climbed  3  percent  during  the  past  four  months, 
in  a  reversal  of  the  usual  August  to  November  decline  of  recent  years,  the  Dept's 
Outlook  and  Situation  Board  has  just  announced.    Prices  of  eggs,  vegetables,  and 
dairy  products  increased  this  fall,  and  hog  prices  held  up  better  than  usual.  But 
feed  grain  prices,  which  last  month  reached  the  lowest  level  since  19^2-^3, 
partially  offset  the  increases.    The  parity  ratio .. .reflecting  prices  paid  by 
farmers  against  prices  they  receive .. .has  continued  for  the  second  month  at  8l. 
That's  2  percent  above  August,  compares  with  78  in  Nov.  1959.     Cash  receipts  from 
marketing  of  farm  products  so  far  this  year  have  been  about  1  percent  above  a  year 
earlier.     Cash  receipts  for  livestock  and  products  of  $17-3  billion  are  slightly 
below  the  first  11  months  of  1959*     This  year's  record  crop  has  brought  $13*2 
billion,  h  percent,  so  far,  above  a  year  ago. 

NEW  USE  DEVELOPED  FOR  GRAIN  PRODUCT 

The  Dept's  research  chemists  report  they've  scored  again  in  seeking 
new  uses  for  dialdehyde  starch,  a  product  that  can  be  obtained  from  either 
wheat,  corn,  or  sorghum.     The  Dep't  announced  today  that  a  newly  devised 
treatment  for  dialdehyde  starch  results  in  a  highly  protective  and  decora- 
tive coating  for  glass,  metal,  and  wood.     The  coating  is  not  damaged  by 
acid  and  alcohol,  even  resists  boiling  water.     Work  on  this  starch  at  the 
Utilization  Research  labs  at  Peoria,  111.,  has  resulted  in  the  develop- 
ment of  a  number  of  important  industrial  uses  during  the  past  two  years. 
Dialdehyde  starch  has  been  found  useful  as  a  binder  or  cementing  agent, 
as  an  additive  to  improve  quality  of  paper,  and  as  a  tanning  agent  for 
leather. .. .these  developments  and  more  have  come  through  the  applied  re- 
search work  of  the  chemists  at  Peoria. 

SCHOOL  LUNCH  PROGRAM  GROWS 

Over  I3.5  million  youngsters,  the  highest  number  yet,  now  take  part  in  the 
Nat'l  School  Lunch  Program,  the  Dep't  has  just  announced.     In  the  last  school  year, 
12.8  million  children  were  served  over  2  billion  lunches.     The  62,000  public  and 
private  schools  in  the  program  bought  about  $5^0  million  worth  of  food  locally. . . 
filled  out  their  menus  with  $58  million  worth  of  foods  purchased  for  them  by  USDA' s 
Agri.  Marketing  Serv.,  plus  part  of  $70  million  worth  of  surplus  foods  distributed 
to  these  schools  and  some  others  which  do  not  participate  in  the  nat'l  program. 
For  the  current  year,  $93.6  million  in  Fed'l  funds  have  been  allocated  to  States 
for  local-level  distribution  through  the  School  Lunch  Act.     The  Fed'l  funds  must  be 
matched  from  other  sources  at  a  rate  of  $3  for  each  one  Fed'l  dollar.    This  ratio 
is  generally  exceeded,  and  is  now  running  at  a  7  to  1  rate.     (Story  for  release 
Monday,  Dec.  26) 

HOW  THE  DHIA  COW  DINES 

What's  on  the  menu  for  DHIA  cows,  which  now  produce  an  average  of 
10,327  lbs.  of  milk  per  year?    Well,  the  Dept's  Agri.  Research  Serv.  has 
completed  a  check  of  DHIA  complete  herd  reports  for  1958-59- • .when  the 
production  was  a  bit  lower  than  in  the  year  past.     This  was  the  average 
diet  of  the  DHIA  cow:     7,000  lbs.  of  succulent  roughage,  4,300  lbs.  of 
dry  roughage,  3^200  lbs.  of  concentrates,  and  l68  days  on  pasture. 
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FOOD  OUTPUT  CLE  IBS  3  BUT  HUNGER  PERSISTS 

Output  of  farm  products  over  the  planet  is  continuing  at  a  record  pace.  The 
Pept's  "World  Agri.  Situation"  report  forecasts  a  new  alltime  record  for  the  year 
ending  June  30.?  196l.    Production  is  expected  to  "be  k2  percent  higher  than  in  the 
prewar  years.,  and  2  percent  above  the  previous  record.  .  .established  in  the  pre- 
ceding 12  months.    Agri.  production  has  increased  a  bit  faster  than  population 
growth  for  the  past  decade.    It  lagged  behind  earlier,  however,  and  per  capita 
production  is  only  6  percent  above  the  average  of  the  late  1930' s. . .This  factor 

offsets  the  overall  h-2  percent  increase  in  production  Three  countries 

account  for  ko  percent,  nearly  half,  of  the  world's  output  of  farm  products.  The 
U.  S.  and  Mainland  China  produce  about  an  equal  amount,  almost  60  percent  more 
than  the  third  major  producer,  the  Soviet  Union.    Our  Nation  is  far  ahead  of  both 

China  and  Russia  on  a  per  capita  basis  Stocks  of  vital  food  products  continue 

high  in  favored  producing  regions  of  the  world,  will  grow  even  larger  this  year, 
While  the  situation  in  most  underdeveloped  areas  is  unchanged  from  earlier  reports 
..."food  supplies  generally  continue  to  be  inadequate." 

"COMRADE  RFD"  FIGURES  IN  RED  FARM  PLAN 

"Agricultural  information  as  used  by  the  Soviet  Union  is  massive 
and  all-pervasive ..."    Farm  news  gets  top  billing  and  high  priority  in 
that  govt's  drive  "to  meet  the  production  goals  of  the  Seven  Year  Plan — 
a  plan  designed  to  catch  up  with  or  surpass  the  United  States..."  This 
is  the  situation  as  R.  Lyle  Webster,  Dir.  of  Information  here  at  USPA, 
sums  it  up  in  the  current  edition  of  the  magazine  "Foreign  Agriculture". 
Reporting  on  his  recent  trip  to  that  country,  Webster  says  that  the 
Soviets  readily  admit  that  orders  are  not  enough    to  bring  about  the 
adoption  of  new  methods.    He  found  radio  reaches  all  farmers,  television 
is  less  widespread,  but  growing-. 

GRAIN  FLOWING  INTO  SUPPORT  PROGRAMS 

The  Dep't  has  just  reported  on  grain  price- support  activity  through  the  month 
of  Nov.    The  i960  crops  have  moved  into  "the  loan"  at  a  faster  rate  than  was  the 
case  a  year  ago... with  the  exception  of  corn;  soybeans  and  rice.    The  1960-crop 
wheat  put  under  support  totals  3^5  million  bu.    Kansas  alone,  incidentally, 
accounted  for  more  than  a  third  of  this  total.    The  volume  of  wheat,  barley,  oats, 
grain  sorghum,  rye,  dry  beans  and  flaxseed  put  under  support  is  up  sharply  from 
the  1959  total. 

FLYING  HALLS  OF  IVEY 

A  newspaper  tv  critic  here  has  just  taken  us  behind  the  scenes  of 
the  upcoming  "Flying  Halls  of  Ivey"  with  an  interview  of  Purdue  U's 
Dr.  John  E.  Ivey,  Jr.,  who  heads  MPATI  (Midwest  Program  on  Airborne  TV 
Instruction),  and  a  look  at  the  DC- 6s  being  readied  for  this  educational 
adventure..    Now  we  can  pass  on  word  that  the  tv  lessons  will  be  20  or  30 
min.  segments  of  classroom  periods  for  over  a  half -million  pupils  in 
13^000  Mid-West  schools... 10  outstanding  teachers  have  been  taping  lessons 
since  Oct... each  of  the  flying  classrooms  will  transmit  two,  but  even- 
tually six,  lessons  at  a  time.    The  high  level  education  experiment  is 
financed  with  $7.75  million  from  the  Ford  Foundation  and  private  indus- 
tries. 
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TREE  PLANTERS  WERE  BUSY 

Almost  a  million  acres  of  trees  were  planted  during  the  past  fiscal  year  by- 
farmers  and  ranchers  cooperating  with  soil  conservation  districts  and  others  re- 
ceiving assistance  from  the  USDA's  Soil  Conservation  Serv. ,  the  Dep't  has  just  an- 
nounced.   These  conservation-conscious  men  gave  trees  and  woodlands  a  busy  year  in 
other  ways,  too. . .planted  over  4,000  miles  of  field  windbreaks,  650,000  rods  of 
hedgerows,  improved  nearly  2  million  acres  of  woodland,  and  did  the  fencing,  fire 
break  building,  grazing  and  erosion  control  work  needed  to  protect  11.5  million  more 
acres.     "Such  local,  State  and  Federal  cooperation  has  through  the  years  resulted  in 
great  advances  in  woodland  conservation  on  privately  owned  lands,"  SCS  Adm'n  D.A. 
Williams  said.    The  Southeastern  States  led  all  regions  in  tree  planting  with  J&3,l6h 
acres  of  98^,567  planted.    Field  windbreak  work  was  largely  in  the  Great  Plains, 
which  now  have  over  30,000  miles  of  windbreak  plantings. 

COAST -TO- COAST 

Agriculture  USA  (13?  min.  on  tape  from  here) — Farm  research  highlights  for  the 

past  year  with  Dr.  Ted  Byerly,  Dep'y  Adm.  of  ARS. 
The  American  Farmer- -Farm  news  features.    ABC  radio  network;  11:30  a.m.  (EST)  Sat. 
Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News- -Mutual  daily,  early  a.m. 

Nat'l  Farm  &  Home  Service--NBC  radio's  weekend  Monitor  features  for  Dec.  31- 
Jan.  1:     Don  Tuttle  (WGY,  Schenectady)  tells  "What  to  do  with  Christmas 
trees  after  Christmas";  David  Stone  (KSTP,  St.  Paul)  interviews  Gov. 
Orville  Freeman,  Pres-elect  Kennedy's  nominee  for  Sec'y  of  Agri.;  Mardi 
Liles  (WFLA,  Tampa),  "The  freeze  and  its  effect  on  the  Fla.  vegetable 
crop";  and  two  from  here. 

CHANNEL  CHATTER 

A  "wooperdo"  coming  up:    The  largest  tv  package  in  our  history,  with  31  pix 
telling  the  complete  story  of  Chemicals  and  Food;  (mostly  the  work  of  our  John  .. 
Wagner)  can  be  used  in  toto  or  in  parts  to  fit  your  needs.    Also  Year-end  Research 
Roundup  with  8  pix;  two  one-pix  stories,  i960  Consumption  of  Food  and  School  Milk 
Program,  and  a  2-pix  story  on  the  School  Lunch  Program  in  I960. 

TAPE  LIBRARY  ITEMS 

New  taped  reports  available;  send  a  blank  tape  if  they  meet  your  needs: 

4Q120--Great  Plains  Conservation  Program  Moves  Ahead. ..Cy  Luker,  who  heads 
GPCP  work  for  SCS,  tells  Jack  Towers  how  this  program  is  progressing. 
TIME:  4:12 

5Q120--1960--A  Good  Year  for  Marketing  Research. . .Pete  Keay  (KAY)  of  AMS  sum- 
marizes marketing  research  highlights  of  i960.    TIME:  2:52 

6Q120- -Putting  Milk  To  Its  Best  Use... Herb  Rorex,  head  of  the  Special  Milk 
Program,  explains  aims  of  this  project  in  a  talk  with  Jack  Towers. 
TIME:  2:k0 

7Q12Q- -Dangerous  Boom  in  Egg-Chick  Hatchings. . .Hermon  Miller,  Dir.  of  Poultry 
Div. ,  AMS,  talks  with  Towers  about  upswing  in  hatchings  and  its  threat 
to  egg  prices  next  year... and  what  poultrymen  can  do  about  the  situation. 
TIME:  2:50 


Sincerely, 


Enclosures 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  and  Television  Service 
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Radio  Farm  Directors  m^ 


Radio  an 

Office  of  Inform 


From 

Ivisf^tf  Service 

t  of  Agriculture 


Bear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


December  30,  i960 
Letter  No.  957 


Before  turning  to  that  last  page  of  the  calendar  for  19&0,  there's  time  to  say 
we've  enjoyed  these  past  l6h  days,  and  the  continuing  interest  and  cooperation  you 
have  displayed  has  helped  ever  so  much.    For  this  reason,  ve  look  forward  with  zest 
x,o  1961  and  continuing  to  work  with  you  in  getting  news  to  farmers  and  their  neigh- 
bors across  the  land.    May  the  New  Year  bring  you  both  joy  in  living  and  satisfac- 
tion in  having  done  so. 

F00D-FCR-PEACB  ACTIVITY 

Sale  of  $35  million  worth  of  U.S.  agricultural  commodities  for  Korean 
currency  is  provided  for  in  an  agreement  just  approved  by  gov'ts  of  the  two 
nations,  the  Dep't  has  announced.    Wheat  and  cotton  will  be  the  major  pro- 
ducts involved. .. .The  Bep't  also  announced  completion  of  a  Food-f or-Peace 
agreement  with  Brazil  to  sell  $3Mf  million  worth  of  U.S.  wheat  for  Brazilian 
currency,  and  authorizations  to  Indonesia  for  purchase  of  more  than  $6  mil- 
lion worth  of  tobacco  and  cotton.    Since  the  Title  I,  Public  Law  h80  pro- 
gram began,  the  Bep't  has  authorized  purchase  of  more  than  $2  billion  worth 
of  wheat,  wheat  flour  and  bulgur,  in  total  quantity  equal  to  1  billion  298 
million  bu.  of  wheat.    Purchase  of  about  one-tenth  of  the  quantity  has  been 
reported. 

OKAY  10  PERCENT  CURING  SOLUTION  IN  SMOKED  HAMS 

Consumer  demand  for  juicier  smoked  meats  was  cited  as  a  basis  for  a  change  the 
Dep't  announced  today  in  Fed'l  meat  inspection  rules  to  allow  output  and  sale  cf 
smoked  hams  with  not  more  than  10  percent  added  moisture.    Regulations  that  limit 
adding  moisture  to  other  meat  products  remain  unchanged. 

"WEO  CARFS"?  "KERE-KERB"  CARES 

Reporting  on  the  economy  of  the  Fiji  Islands,  our  Foreign  Agri.  Serv. 
says  agri.  production  there  hasn't  increased  in  recent  years.    And  one 
major  reason  is  a  novel  one,  the  tradition  of  "kere-kere"  among  the  Fiji 
natives.     "Kere-kere"  provides  that  a  person  can  demand  a  portion  of  any 
wealth  his  relatives  accumulate.    The  demand  cannot  be  refused.  Its 
prospect  curbs  Fiji's  farmers'  urge  to  boost  crop  production  and  income... 
How  would  you  feel  if  all  your  relatives  were  tax  collectors? 

PARITY  RATIO  UNCHANGED  AT  8l 


The  Crop  Reporting  3:d  has  just  announced  that  the  Parity  Ratio  for  farmers 
remained  at  8l  in  Dec,  k  percent  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 
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FORMER  SECRETARIES  TO  MEET  ON  FORUM 

Henry  A.  Wallace,  Claude  R.  Wickard,  Clinton  P.  Anderson,  Charles  F.  Brannan 
and  Ezra  Taft  Benson,  the  five  men  who  have  filled  the  Sec 'y  of  Agri.  post  from 
1933  to  the  present,  will  appear  together  Feb.  1  in  a  non-political  discussion  of 
the  role  of  agriculture  today.     Officials  of  the  Mich.  State  U.  at  East  Lansing, 
scene  of  the  meeting,  have  announced  that  all  five  have  accepted  invitations  to  take 
part  in  a  forum  on  "Agriculture  in  an  Uneasy  World"  during  the  school's  annual 
Farmers '  Week. 

PROTECTION  FOR  GREAT  PLAINS  LANDS 

More  than  2,000  farmers  and  ranchers  contracted  with  the  Bep't  during 
the  past  fiscal  year  to  develop  soil  and  water  conservation  plans  on  5if 
million  acres  through  the  Great  Plains  Conservation  Program.    With  con- 
tracts that  range  from  3  to  10  years,  they  will  get  technical  and  cost- 
share  help  in  establishing  conservation  practices  their  land  needs  for 
stable  operation  in  a  region  of  climatic  extremes,  periodic  drouth,  high 
winds,  blizzards,  hail  and  hard  rains.    There  are  352  counties  in  the  10 
Great  Plains  States  approved  for  participation  in  the  special  program. 
Nearly  5>000  conservation  contracts  have  been  made  on  more  than  13  mil- 
lion acres  in  the  area  since  this  program  began  in  Pec,  1957* 

GROCERY  TOTAL  DID  ADD- UP 

Those  trips  to  the  store  and  the  table  did  add-up... to  an  average  of  1,^88  lbs 
of  fcod  for  the  average  American  in  i960.     Don't  quibble  if  you  figure  your  teen-age 
basketballer  ate  more  than  your  women- folk,  make  your  own  allowances  for  this.  The 
Dep't  has  calculated  the  total  on  disappearance  of  food  products ...  gives  this  break- 
down for  the  three-quarter  ton  per  capita  share  of  the  victuals:     hlk  lbs  of  dairy 
products;  h-09  lbs  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  plus  108  lbs  of  potatoes;  178  lbs  of  meat 
and  fish;  lU6  lbs  of  flour  and  cereal  products;  108  lbs  of  sugar  and  sirup;  67  lbs 
of  fats  and  oils,  including  butter;  kl  lbs  of  eggs  (figure  26  dozen  if  that's  the 
way  you  buy  'em),  and  17  lbs  of  coffee,  tea  and  cocoa. 

BOOST  DUE  FOR  FLAX  GROWERS  AND  PAINTERS 

Linseed  oil,  which  long  had  a  corner  on  the  market  as  the  drying 
agent  in  paints,  has  been  been  losing  ground  the  past  20  years  to  syn- 
thetic materials.     But  today,  there's  news  that  this  agricultural  pro- 
duct (it's  made  from  flaxseed)  may  come  back  strong  in  a  quick-drying, 
oil-in-water  paint  for  exterior  surfaces.     Utilization  research  sci- 
entists at  the  Bept's  Peoria,  111.,  labs  say  this  product  is  still  in 
the  development  stage.     It  promises  to  be  ultra-easy  to  use,  should  be  a 
choice  paint  for  do-it-yourself  projects  when  it  becomes  available. 

ELECTRIC  POWER  INCREASE  IS  FORESEEN 

Use  of  electric  power  figures  big  in  many  farmers'  plans  for  future  improve- 
ments of  their  operations.     An  indication  of  this  is  seen  in  a  $5?  million  loan  the 
Rural  Electrification  Adm'n  has  just  approved  for  the  Dairyland  Power  Cooperative 
at  LaCrosse,  Wis.     Dairyland  serves  more  than  100,000  rural  power  users  through 
distribution  co-ops  in  Wis.,  Minn.,  Iowa,  and  111.,  is  planning  $9-3  million  expen- 
ditures to  meet  their  increasing  needs  through  the  next  three  years.     By  19^3; 
their  electric  energy  use  is  expected  to  increase  37  percent  over  1959 's  total  of 
722  million  kwh. 


DURUM  FOR  DOLLARS 


A  "big  crop  of  durum,  the  big  wheat  in  the  macaroni -making  "business,  was 
harvested  last  fall,  and  the  Dep't  has  announced  that  durum  has  been  added  to  the 
classes  of  wheat  eligible  for  export  payments  under  the  payment -in- kind  export  pro- 
gram.   Our  foreign  markets  for  durum  exist  in  countries  that  are  strong  dollar  mar- 
kets.   These  facts  add  up  to  the  expectation  that  durum  sales  abroad  will  improve 
our  balance-of -payments  situation.    We  haven't  exported  durum  in  quantity  for  three 
years... sold  11  million  bu.  abroad  back  in  the  1956-57  marketing  year.    This  year's 
3^  million  bu.  crop,  combined  with  13  million  bu.  's  in  carryover- stocks,  makes  a 
fair  quantity  available. 

EEEN  IN  ANY  SMOKE-FILLED  ROOMS? 

Output  of  cigarettes  for  the  fourth  year  in  a  row  reached  a  new  high 
in  i960... 510  billion,  which  is  k  percent  more  than  during  the  preceding 
year.    Just  k  percent  of  the  total  was  exported.    The  Nation's  tobacco 
users  also  set-fire  to  more  cigars  and  smoking  tobacco  and  dipped  more 
snuff  than  a  year  earlier.    Total  domestic  use  of  tobacco,  the  largest 
in  6  years,  was  at  1,^50  million  lbs.    Exports  declined  to  the  lowest 
level  since  1953 >  however,  and  total  use  of  1  billion  95^-  million  lbs. 
was  about  the  same  as  a  year  ago. 

OF  MIKES  AND  MEN 

From  Bobby  Smith,  radio  ed.  at  N.C.  State  Col.  down  Raleigh-way,  comes  word 
that  reorganization  there  of  extension  radio  tape  service  has  been  most  effective. 
Each  tape  now  provides  four  3-&ia  agri.  programs ^  three  3-^in  home  ec.  segments, 
one  Carolina  Farm  News  Roundup,  and  a  3-min  ^-H  tape.    Hal  Reynolds,  Bobby  reports, 

is  new  as  tv  editor  on  the  N.C.  agri.  information  staff  Paul  Vogel  (WEW,  St. 

Louis)  tells  us  he's  surprised  but  in  "august"  company.    In  the  St.  Louis  area  only 
a  year,  he's  just  been  named  to  the  Bd.  of  Dir's  of  the  Agri-business  Club  of  St. 

Louis,  a  part  of  the  C  of  C  "Things  are  looking  up  in  the  city,  because  of 

what's  happening  down  on  the  farm",  was  the  line  threaded  through  stories  and  tapes 
the  information  people  at  Wash.  State  U.  prepared  to  promote  Farm-City  Week,  Harold 
Garrett  tells  us.    Releases  detailed  the  role  of  WSU  research,  and  told  how  farmers' 

blood,  sweat,  and  money  contribute  to  the  total  economy  Smoke  signals  from 

Montana  have  finally  given  us  a  glimpse  of  Jerry  Tihista  (KFBB  Radio-TV,  Great 
Falls).    A  bearded  Basque  and  Montana  native,  proud  to  have  been  born  and  raised  on 
a  sheep  ranch,  he's  the  "lobo"  of  the  Nat'l  Ass 'n  of  Television  and  Radio  Farm  Dir's, 
and  presumably  his  state's  only  farm  director.    Jerry  had  planned  to  attend  the 
NATRFD  pow-wow  in  Chicago  last  month,  but  illness  in  his  family  kept  him  on  the  home 
range.    Thus,  frustrated  in  his  ambition  to  see  for  the  first  time  what  NATRFD 'ers 
look  like,  he  proposes  to  lure  some  of  us  up  for  fishing  after  the  seasonal  chill 
leaves  the  air.    It's  a  real  temptation,  too;  says  he  knows  the  fish  personally. 

EXPAND  WILDERNESS  AND  RECREATION  DEVELOPMENTS 


The  number  of  people  visiting  Nat'l  Forests  went  up  more  than  12  per- 
cent again  last  year. . .added- up  to  90  million  recreational  visits.  The 
Forest  Service  completed  1,000  new  camp  and  picnic  units  for  families, 
plus  many  shelters  for  hikers,  and  new  runs  for  skiers.    More  facilities 

appear  to  be  needed  to  relieve  overcrowding  Half  a  million  acres  were 

added  to  the  Nat'l  Forest  Wilderness  system  during  the  year. 


ENGLISH  IS  A  SHOE  HORN 

Edgar  Dale,  the  erudite  editor  of  a  news  letter  we  receive  about  once  a  month 
from  the  Ohio  State  Univ's  Bureau  of  Educational  Research  and  Service,  asks  "What 
is  English  for?",  then  answers  his  own  question.    He  doesn't  mean  the  kind  you  put 

on  a  billiard  ball  "English",  he  says,  "is  for  communication- -the  sharing  of 

ideas  in  a  mood  of  mutuality.  By  speaking  and  listening,  by  writing  and  reading ,  by 
visualizing  and  observing  we  learn  how  to  get  in  touch  with  other  persons,  get  under 
their  skins,  share  their  feelings,  insights,  joys  and  sorrows.  It  takes  time,  guid- 
ance and  experience  to  learn  how  to  put  yourself  into  the  other  fellow's  shoes"  

"English  is  to  help  us  explain,  become  good  expositors.    We  must  first  explain 
things  to  ourselves  to  see  if  WE  understand  it.    If  we  do  not,  we  cannot  expect 
others  to  understand  us.... I  bought  a  garden  cultivator,  knocked  down.    I  tried  to 
assemble  it  by  using  the  manufacturer's  explanations.    The  directions  were  fine  if 
you  already  knew  how  to  do  it,  clear  only  if  known.    English  is  for  better  direc- 
tions on  how  to  do  it,  how  to  get  there.    It  provides  us  with  better  'maps'."  

The  English  teacher  "  understands  that  language  is  a  matter  of  time  and  place.  It 

is  not  wise  to  say  'You  was'  even  if  Samuel  Johnson  did.    Nor  would  you  ask  the 
attendant  at  an  American  gas  station  for  five  gallons  of  'petrol ' . "    Since  English 
is  the  language  most  of  us  try  to  use  on  the  air,  we  pass  Mr.  Tale's  philosophy  on 
for  whatever  metaphors  it  may  help  unscramble. 

COAST -TO -COAST 

Agriculture  USA  (132  min>  on  tape  from  here) --The  U.S.  turkey  is  getting  pop- 
ular abroad,  says  Dave  Hume  of  Foreign  Agri.  Serv.  in  a  talk  with  Layne 
Beaty. 

The  American  Farmer- -Plant  explorer  Fredrick  Meyer  talks  with  Vince  Marcley 

(both  of  Agri.  Research  Serv.).  ABC  radio  network;  11:30  a.m.  (EST)  Sat. 
Claude  Mahoney's  Farm  News --Mutual  daily,  early  a.m. 

Nat'l  Farm  &  Home  Service--NBC  radio's  weekend  Monitor  features  for  Jan.  7-8: 

Murray  Cox  (WFAA,  Dallas)  reports  on  "Grapefruit  harvest  in  the  Rio  Grande 
Valley";  John  McDonald  (WSM,  Nashville),  "World's  record  hybrid  corn  yield"; 
Herb  Plambeck  (WHO,  Des  Moines),  "Agri.  review  of  i960  and  preview  of  1961"; 
two  from  here. 

CHANNEL  CHATTER 

Next  week  our  TV  Service  will  mail:    Beef  Grading,  an  8  pix  package  that  ex- 
plains USDA  standards  for  the  various  grades  of  beef. 

TAPE  LIBRARY  ITEMS 

New  taped  reports  available;  send  a  blank  tape  if  they  meet  your  needs: 

^A120--From  Belt svi lie --The  Weed  Problem  in  Rice  Production. . .Vince  Marcley  talks 
with  Dr.  Warren  C.  Shaw,  head  of  weed  investigations  in  field  crops,  about  a 
new  herbicide  which  will  help  control  weeds  in  rice  fields.    TIME:  k:30 

8Q120--Look  for  a  k  Percent  Larger  Pig  Crop  Next  Spring. . .Earl  Miller,  livestock 
economist,  talks  with  Jack  Towers  about  the  meaning  of  the  Pig  Crop  Report 
issued  here  Dec.  22.    TIME:  2:22 

9Q12Q--Grow  Your  Own  Snow  Fences. . .Marcley  reports  on  a  new  strip- cropping  method 
for  holding  moisture  on  upper  Great  Plains  wheat  fields.    TIME:  2:0l+ 

Sincerely, 

D3  28  6  ^-A 

Roy ' Clark 

Radio  and  Television  Service 


